‘The main function of formal education should be enable people to gain employment.’ Discuss with reference to your society.

In modern society, formal education is broadly defined as the normal schooling in organized institutions that most of us are experiencing right now, starting from primary school at a tender age to university before our first foray into the world of adulthood. In our increasingly competitive society, it is a pervasive phenomenon that university degrees and certification have become an indispensable passport for us to embark on future employment. However, does it necessarily imply that the main function of formal education is to enable us to gain employment? My answer is a resounding "NO". Preparing us for future employment is just one of a myriad of functions and roles played by formal education, but indubitably not the main and the most significant one. Instead, the socialisation of students that comprises moral development, character building and communication with others should be the pivotal and main function of formal education. 

With the number of dual-income families in Singapore on the rise due to the ever spiraling cost of living, the quality time that many parents have left to spend with their young charges is increasingly limited. Many teenagers also concede that most of their time is spent within the walls of their schools. Nobody is therefore in a more privileged position to inculcate right and sound moral values than schools and teachers. In Singapore, it has been made compulsory for schools to add civics education into the current academic curriculum, enabling students to imbibe upright values and moral fibre through open and vibrant discussion with their teachers and peers. This is a very fundamental and critical aspect of formal education as it prevents potential corruption when students graduate from mere school compounds and start their careers in a much more complex social environment. On the other hand, preparation for the work force alone does not preempt students for the corrupting forces they may encounter at the workplace, unlike civics education.

Apart from moral development, character building is also a key and crucial process to instill various desirable and positive character traits in students. After all, what truly makes a person shine is neither the bright academic records, nor the highly esteemed degree to the top universities, but the character speaking silently inside a person. For example, as community work is incorporated into the current education system and students are given the precious opportunity to step beyond the confines of classrooms into their surrounding communities to do voluntary work as a class or individuals. Through the hardship and joy that whole community service experience entails, students are able to gain insights into the spirit of community service and the priceless value of extending a helping hand to others in need. All these shining character traits, such as helpfulness and unwavering determination will definitely stand students in good stead, not only in their future career but in their future life. 

As humans, it is our innate and natural ability to socialize through interacting with other people in various types of social groups, be it the class we spend most time with, the co-curricular activity group of like-minded peers, or even the project work group where both cooperation and conflict take place. When students take active steps to participate in class outings, trips and excursions, interpersonal skills are honed; in their interaction with other people they learn conflict management and friendship building when interacting with other people in society which are often accompanied by more interlinked relationships. Thus, formal education also augments interpersonal skills which are of paramount importance to every one of us. 

However, it is undeniable that formal education shoulders the imperative responsibility of equipping students with relevant and related knowledge and skills in order for them to secure gainful employment in the future. Under the harsh and biting reality, we have to admit that preparing us for a job and a way of making a living is the main aim and function of formal education. After all, university is indeed the penultimate stop for us to acquire multifarious skills which are required by the dream job we hanker after. Without basic and concrete knowledge and skills in place, we will be probably lose our bread and butter. 

Moreover, formal education should prepare us for future employment by exposing us to a multifaceted curriculum which gives rise to a myriad of possible choices for the future jobs. In secondary schools in Singapore, students are initially exposed to both science and arts subjects. This allows students to explore and realize their interests and passions in different domains before they make the final informed decision to major in certain courses in university which are tightly related to their future employment. In this way, formal education enables students to explore what they like to do and hopefully do what they want to. 

Weighing the various functions of formal education in today's world, it is palpable that preparing students for future employment should not be the main and final destination of formal education. This is not only applicable to Singapore but the whole world. Formal education is supposed and expected to be holistic in nature and develop well-rounded students, which includes academic knowledge, upright moral values, outstanding character traits and relevant interpersonal skills. All these will benefit students in one way or another and the desirable effects will last throughout their whole life instead of during their career only.   

In conclusion, it has been a deeply entrenched belief that formal education is the only and best conduit to a prosperous and illustrious career life. This is an indisputably sad truth in our knowledge-based society where degrees and certifications prevail. However, this definitely does not mean that the main function of formal education is the entitlement to employment. We spend so much time within the premises of schools, not just to grab a job and a decent pay, but more importantly to become a better person and to lead a meaningful life that extends far beyond working life. 
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Much thought has been given to the purpose of education and the attempt at evaluating/weighing the importance of various objectives is quite well executed, more so towards the end of the essay than the start. Your writing is sophisticated with a good use of vocabulary and connectors for smooth transition.

