Can pop music ever be seriously?

Music has always been pivotal in mankind’s evolution throughout the ages, providing humans with a form of self-expression. With the advent of technology in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, various genres of music have proliferated. Pop music, music that is highly popular with the masses and makes it to the top spots in billboard charts, has thrived as its influence spreads around the globe. However, pop music is often misconstrued to convey shallow, frivolous messages. Its detractors claim that this genre of music can never be considered serious, implying that it is utterly impossible for pop music to make a difference to the world, impact societal trends positively or deliver thought-provoking truths. I beg to differ as I am of the opinion that pop music can, on occasion, be serious.

With its vast reaching influence, pop music has the ability to highlight unhealthy social phenomena, allowing the general populace to witness the darker side of such phenomena and recognise the threat they pose. Thus, pop music can indeed be viewed as serious. Pop songs sometimes contain hard-hitting lyrics which bring to light the shortcomings present in the society one lives in. For instance, Beyonce’s ballad “Pretty Hurts” was a scathing critique on her community’s unattainable standards of beauty and the psychological damage it inflicted on women. Its haunting verses likening physical perfection to a disease of a nation cement her point that her country is obsessed with the pursuit of flawlessness and this very quest cuts down the self-esteem of many females, making them feel worthless and ugly.  This message is extremely pertinent in America, Beyonce’s homeland. “Pretty Hurts” is a pop song that made it to the forefront of countless music charts and was replayed endlessly by numerous radio stations. Yet it drove home an exceedingly sombre message about a societal trend that was spiraling out of control. Moreover, many other pop songs are able to be serious in their delivery. Foster the People’s “Pumped up Kicks” – which stresses the necessity of preventing youth gun violence – and Michael Jackson’s “Heal the World” – which shows how his society has ravaged planet Earth and need to do something about it – do exactly that. 

Some people believe that pop music ultimately cannot be taken seriously due to their catchy tunes which take the sobriety away from the messages these songs might convey, however serious these messages might be. They think that the pulsating beats of pop songs remove whatever solemnity the lyrics of such songs contain, inspiring listeners to take to the dance floor rather than take action to reverse unhealthy societal trends. Yet this is untrue as the tunes of pop songs, while undeniably catchy, serve to reinforce their serious messages rather than undermine them. The backing melodies of pop music tend to make these songs difficult to forget due to their addictive beats. Therefore after listening to pop songs which bear grave warnings or comment on negative social trends, one remembers these dire warnings due to the tunes of the songs rather than dismissing them. Hence pop music can be serious as it sheds light on trends in society which have the potential to cause great harm.

Also, pop music can deliver empowerment as well as encouragement to marginalized groups. Selena Gomez, a pop artiste, writes in one of her famous pop compositions that one should constantly believe in oneself although naysayers may bully, taunt or belittle one. The song in question, “Who Says”, is targeted towards youth at the bottom of the social hierarchies in their schools. It urges such teenagers to see their value and the immense potential within them in the face of the mockery by their peers. Taylor Swift’s pop hits, too, serve to spur the underdog on and show these marginalized people that they can attain success despite the obstacles in their path. These examples clearly prove pop music can, indeed be serious. 

However, some may argue that pop music is merely engineered for profit, thus such music is frivolous and conveys trivial, toxic messages. They cite the pop concoctions of Britney Spears, Ke$ha and Nicki Minaj, which advocate messages like “Having fun in is all you need in life” and “Wealth and power are everything”, to prove this point. It is true that pop music can be demeaning and frivolous. Yet not all pop songs are shallow confections designed to maximize an artiste’s earnings. Certain quality pop songs do serve to encourage and empower those who are crippled by self-doubt and are beaten down by their circumstances. This clearly displays that pop music can, and should, absolutely be taken seriously. 

With its widespread appeal, vast reaching influence and enormous fan base, pop music is a force to be reckoned with. Its subtle pull can change mindsets and broadcast messages. Sadly, its capacity to be serious is often underappreciated – a great mistake – and if used in the right way, pop music has the revolutionary power to shape the way people think and impact the world, making it a better place. 
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You can raise the quality of discussion even higher by bringing in political messages in pop songs too. Organisation can be better e.g. if you had two clear halves – the first covering the reasons why pop music is not viewed with seriousness and the second, the reasons it can be. More examples needed.   Fluent language but can be richer with more sophisticated sentence structure and vocabulary!

